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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE  LYMM 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

•  ^  •  •  «  e  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  0  •  «  • 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1959  and  in  so  doing  apologise  for  the  delay. 

A  Mobile  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visited 
Lyrnm  in  July  and  spent  two  days  in  the  district  moving  from 
one  site  to  another  for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  The 
sites  selected  by  your  officers  and  the  secretary  of  the  Unit, 
were  at  The  Cross,  Sandy  Lane,  Booths  Hill  Road  and  at  the 
” Jolly  Thresher”.  The  Chairman  of  the  Council  officially 

opened  the  Units  visit  to  Lyrnm  and  he  was  the  first  person 
to  be  X-rayed,  IO69  people  passed  through  the  unit. 

Progress  was  made  during  the  year  to  rid  the  town 
of  its  substandard  dwellings.  The  Sandy  Lane  Clearance 
Order  was  made  by  the  Council  on  the  28th  April.  The  area 
covered  by  the  order  includes  29  dwelling  houses  and  offers 
an  excellent  site  for  redevelopment. 

The  inspection  of  the  properties  in  the  Oldfield  Road, 
Star  Lane  and  Warrington  Road  part  of  Statham  was  started 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  the  area  is  of  such  an 
awkward  shape  and  without  much  depth  in  parts  that  it  is  not 
considered  to  be  really  suitable  for  redevelopment. 

A  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  made  by  the  Council 
involving  the  eight  houses  which  were  included  in  the  West 
Hyde  Clearance  Order  made  by  the  Council  on  the  30th  December, 
1958.  Although  this  site  is  a  small  one,  the  few  houses 
which  can  be  built  there  will  be  particularly  useful  in  that 
part  of  the  town. 

The  first  steps  were  taken  to  acquire  fourteen  houses 
in  Moston  Street  for  modernisation.  Tie  plans  for  the 
proposed  alterations  are  novel  in  some  ways  and  yet  quite  old 
fashioned  in  another  way,  namely,  the  stairs  leading  up  from 
the  kitchen. 
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There  are  no  proposals  to  enlarge  the  existing 
accommodation.  A  combined  bathroom  and  toilet  will  enhance 
the  houses  and  will  permit  a  tidying  up  operation  at  the  back. 
These  houses  will  remain  as  small  dwellings  for  which  there 
is  a  great  demand  in  the  district. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  asked 
the  Council  to  submit  a  report  on  existing  slaughtering 
facilities  in  the  district,  and  whether  the  proposed  raising 
of  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  slaughterhouses  would  have  any 
effect  on  the  slaughtering  facilities  beoause  a  lot  of  money 
will  have  to  be  spent  to  bring  some  slaughterhouses  up  to  the 
new  standards.  It  would  appear  that  at  long  last  a  definite 
policy  about  slaughtering  is  about  to  be  introduced.  Since 
the  war  various  proposals  have  been  made  on  this  subject,  but 
they  did  not  approach  anything  like  fruition.  Consequently 
both  the  trade  and  Local  Authorities  have  been  in  considerable 
doubt  for  years  and  unsatisfactory  slaughterhouses  with  a 
lamentable  lack  of  hygiene  facilities  have  persisted.  The 
trend  now  is  towards  the  concentration  of  slaughtering  facilities 
in  fewer  but  better  equipped  well  appointed  slaughterhouses. 

The  estimated  figures  for  the  mid  year  population 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Office  revealed  an  increase 
of  30  in  the  total  population  compared  with  last  year 
(1958  i  6890,  1959  •  6920)  There  were  126  births  and  87 

deaths  equal  to  a  national  increase  of  39  of  the  population 
had  remained  static  without  persons  moving  in  to  or  leaving 
the  district.  The  considerable  building  programmes  envisaged 
by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise  will  undoubtedly 
bring  young  parents  into  the  district  and  the  figure  for  the 
population  will  show  a  rise  greater  than  30. 

The  birth  rate  for  Lymm  was  18.02  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  but  corrected  for  comparison  with  the  country  as 
a  whole  it  was  17»65  which  figure  was  still  above  the  national 
level  at  16.5.  The  death  rate,  like  the  birth  rate  was  above 
the  national  average.  The  crude  death  rate  was  1  2.57  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  and  the  corrected  rate  was  12.31 
compared  with  the  national  figure  of  11.6. 

The  main  causes  of  death  involved  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  the  circulation.  There  were  20  victims  of  coronary 
artery  disease  and  19  victims  of  disease  of  the  blood  vessels 
within  the  brain,  together  accounting  for  about  one  third  of 
the  total  deaths. 


3 


Bight  persons  were  under  45  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  death,  and  a  third  of  all  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over 
the  age  of  75  years.  There  were  44  male  and  43  female  deaths. 

Lymm  is  a  pleasant  town.  It  is  situated  amidst  nice 
countryside,  the  health  of  the  people  and  the  sanitary 
circumstances  are  good.  The  further  improvements  to  "be 
brought  about  by  the  clearance  of  sub-standard  dwelling  houses, 
the  redevelopment  of  the  cleared  sites,  and  the  new  estates  of 
privately  built  houses  will  make  Lymm  an  even  more  attractive 
residential  area*  Efforts  should  be  made,  nevertheless, 
to  preserve  the  atmosphere  of  the  Village,  which  is  really 
only  appreciated  after  it  has  disappeared,  swallowed  up  by 
the  increasing  size  of  the  town  which  becomes  more  and  more 
to  be  inhabited  by  people  from  outside  the  district,  often 
from  the  big  cities,  where  the  idea  of  being  neighbourly 
disappeared  years  ago. 

The  Council  is  well  served  by  my  fellow  Officers  and 
members  of  the  staff.  I  am  especially  grateful  to 
Mr.  Sucksmith  and  Mrs.  Sidley  who  have  assisted  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.H.  GORDON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  , .  . .  . . .  4,242  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  mid  1959)  6,920 

Number  ef  inhabited  houses  . .  .  2,29 6 

Size  of  household  (average  number  of  persons  per  house  3»01 

Rateable  Value  of  District  ...  . ..  .  £60,825 

Value  of  a  penny  rate  . .  .  ...  £252 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


Live  Births 


Males  Females 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


65 

56 

4 

1 

69 

57 

Still  Births  (all  legitimate)  3 
Live  births  rate  per  1,000  population 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


2 

crude) 

corrected) 


Total 

1  21 
5 

1  26 
5 

18.02 

17*65 

16.5 


There  were  12 6  pirths  (69  male,  57  female)  this  year 

compared  with  1 1  3  in  1958*  The  crude  birth  rate  was  18.02 

births  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  corrected  birth  rate 
at  17*65  is  above  the  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  which  was  16.5. 

There  were  five  still  births  compared  with  two  last 

year.  Three  male  children  died  in  the  first  year  of  life. 


Deaths 

Males  44 

Females  43 

Total  87 

Death  rate 

per  1 ,000  population 

(crude) 

12.57 

( corrected) 

12.31 

Death  rate 

for  England  and  Wales 

11.6 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  yr.)  3 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  associated  live  births) 

23.8 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

44  male  and  43  female  deaths  (total  87)  occurred  compared  with  89 
deaths  last  year.  This  gave  a  crude  death  rate  of  1 2.57  deaths 
per  thousand  of  the  population  and  a  corrected  death  rate  of  12.31 
compared  with  the  national  death  rate  figure  of  11.6. 
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The  causes  of  death  by  age  and  sex  are  produced  in  the 
form  of  a  table  of  which  the  main  items  have  been  commented  on 
in  the  opening  remarks  of  this  report. 


BIRTH  RATES.  DEATH  RATES  AM)  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  for 

the  past  10  years  Tn  Lyrnm  U.D#  (uncorrected) 


Birth 

Rates 

1950 

12.71 

1951 

16.2 

1952 

13.5 

1953 

13.2 

1954 

1 6.0 

1955 

1  6#4 

1956 

17.5 

1957 

21.7 

1958 

1  6.4 

1959 

18.02 

Death 

Rates 

13.2 

13.4 

10.5 

13.2 

15.2 

11.4 

11.7 

11.2 

13.0 

12.57 

Inf. 

Mort. 

49.0 

29.0 

11.5 

11.9 

28.0 

9.9 

8.5 

26.8 

26.5 

23.8 

Rates 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Six  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year,  namely,  4  cases  of  measles  and  2  cases  of  pleural 
tuberculosis. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
are  enumerated  and  described  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the 
Warrington  General  H ospital  and  the  Altrincham  General  Hospital, 
while  a  few  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Manchester  Hospitals* 

Infectious  diseases  are  mostly  accommodated  at  the 
Warrington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital# 

LABORATORY  SERVICES 

These  are  provided  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  A  collection  service  is  available 
specimens  being  left  at  the  Council  Offices,  whence  they  are 
taken  to  Altrincham  and  picked  up  by  the  Laboratory  each  after¬ 
noon# 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  is  of  a  hard  nature  contains  16  degrees  of 
temporary  hardness  and  16  degrees  of  permanent  hardness,  is 
provided  by  the  Waterworks  which  is  in  the  ownership  of  the 
Council*  There  is  a  steady  and  abundant  supply* 

The  water  for  the  area  was  sampled  regularly,  the 
following  samples  being  taken: - 


Sulzer  Pump  -  5 
Turbine  Pump  -  2 
Tap,  Whitbarrow  Road  -  3 
Tap,  Rush  Green  Road  -  7 
73  Whitbarrow  Road  -  1 
1  34  Rush  Green  Road  -  1 
Tap,  Hardy  Road  -  3 
Council  Offices  -  2 
89  Warrington  Road  ~  1 
Lyrarn  Poultry  Farm  -  1 
152  Rush  Green  Road  -  1 
1  44  Rush  Green  Road  -  1 
Dingle  Cafe  -  1 


The  samples  with  the  exception  of  three  proved  satisfactory  and 
investigation  of  these  three  quickly  followed.  The  defects  were 
found  and  rectified. 

Chlorination  is  continued  to  all  water  as  it  leaves  the 
pumps  and  before  entering  the  service  pipes, 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Owing  to  certain  irresponsible  members  of  the  public  who 
ill-use  the  service  provided,  the  work  of  keeping  the  conveniences 
in  a  clean  condition  is  not  made  easy  to  the  detriment  of  the 
building  and  the  disadvantage  of  subsequent  users. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS 

Complaints  received  from  householders  in  the  area  caused 
the  service  of  1 1  Preliminary  Notices  and  12  Statutory  Notices. 

No  prosecutions  were  necessary  and  all  the  work  was  satisfactorily 
completed. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  refuse  tip  and  sewage  farms  in  the  ownership  of 
the  Council  are  periodically  inspected  and  treated  if  found 
to  be  necessary.  Private  dwellings  are  given  free  service 
for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice,  whilst  business  premises 
are  charged  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials,  with  a  small 
charge  added  for  overhead  expenses. 


ICE-CREAM 


There  are  now  2 6  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  there  is  only 
•ne  selling  loose  ice-cream, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor*  s 
Department,  The  refuse  being  dealt  with  my  means  of  controlled 
tipping  in  part  of  the  Ridgway/ Grundy  Memorial  Park, 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

During  the  period  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  area  was  as  follows s- 

Beasts  96  Heifers  4  Bullocks  2 

There  was  a  100%  inspection  of  all  notified  cases  of  slaughter 
v/hich  resulted  in  detention  of  the  undermentioned  meat  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption:- 

Beasts  Liver  , • • •  ••••  13 

Part  Beasts*  Liver  .  18 

The  detained  meat  and  offal  was  collected  and  disposed  of  for 
conversion  to  fertiliser. 

OTHER  FOODS 

Upon  examination  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered:- 
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Corned  Beef 
Cooked  Ham 
Ox  Tongue 
Salmon  * * . 
Fruit  ... 
Peas  . » . 
Carrots 
Tomatoes 
Red  Cabbage 
Onions  . . . 
Soup 
Meat 
Chi oken 
Milk 

Riee  ... 


18 

63 

6 


3 

7 

2 


1 

1 


lbs* 

lbs* 

lbs. 

tins 

M 

II 

II 

II 

jar 

jar 

tins 

11 

i» 

11 

11 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr*  Howard  Hughes,  s Chief  Inspector, 

Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council) f  for  the  following 
particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  1959*  I 
think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory,  and  reads  as  follows s- 

Nature  of  Sample  Number  Number  adult- 

obtained  erated  or  not  up 

to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 


Concentrated  G-ingerade 
Chocolate  Eclair  with 
Fresh  Cream 
Cider 

Eccles  Cakes 

Food  Colouring  -  Orange 

Ice  Lolly 

Milk 

Syrup  of  Figs 
Sausages,  Beef 
Whisky 


1 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

15  1 

1 
1 
1 


24 


2 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  BUILDING  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


Water  Supply 
Drainage  . .  .  ... 

Vans  and  Sheds 
Factories* . .  . . . 

Bakehouses 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice  ... 

Schools  . . *  . . . 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Visits  for  Purposes  of  Building  Inspection 

Visits  to  Council  Properties  . . 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ... 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  . .. 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Miscellaneous  Housing  visits 
Butchers  ...  ... 

Canteens  ...  ... 


Grocers  ...  ... 

Restuarants  ... 

Ice-Cream  Premises 
Food  Preparing  Premises 
Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
Visits  for  Meat  Inspection 


25 

90 

3 

6 

3 

14 

56 

7 

172 
350 
1146 
1  26 
136 
22 
27 
1 
1 

58 

1 

3 

13 

2 

1 

1 

55 

50 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SALE  &  LYMM  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

Town  Hall, 
Sale  • 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  Local  Health  Services  for 
the  year  1959* 

A  Chiropody  Service  which  should  be  a  boon  for  old  people  was  introduced 
on  the  1st  October  by  the  County  Council  for  the  benefit  of  persons  over  the 
age  of  65  years,  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers.  73  old  people 
and  one  handicapped  person  availed  themselves  of  the  service  in  the  first  three 
months  of  its  operation.  Treatment  is  given  at  the  chiropodist's  premises  or 
at  the  person's  own  home  if  the  patient  is  housebound..  Chiropody  treatment 
has  to  be  authorised  by  the  person's  own  doctor  or  by  the  district  nurse. 

The  death  from  poliomyelitis  of  a  well  known  footballer  early  in  the 
year  did  more  than  all  the  costly  local  and  national  publicity  to  encourage 
the  16-25  year  old  ago  group  to  have  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis.  The 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  clinics  were  literally  swamped  for  several  weeks, 
and  then  the  demand  fell  off.  8,125  persons  were  fully  vaccinated  in  Sale 
and  1,426  in  Lymm.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a  person  has  to  have  three 
injections  to  gain  the  maximum  protection  against  poliomyelitis  as  well  as 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  and  that  record  cards  have  to 
be  made  out  and  kept  up  to  date  for  each  person.  The  maintenance  of  correct 
records  of  the  injections  given  by  general  practitioners  and  the  department 
means  a  lot  of  work  which  is  rarely  mentioned. 

The  testing  and  giving  B.C.G.  vaccine  to  1'3  and  14  year  old  school 
children  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Paediatric  Department, 
Manchester  University,  and  with  the  Divisional  Medical  Officers  in  the  Hyde, 
Stalybridge  and  Hazel  Grove  Divisions. 

Tenders  were  received  during  the  year  for  the  building  of  the  new 
ambulance  station  at  Broadheath  in  Altrincham.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
new  station  taking  the  place  of  the  two  depots  as  at  present  will  further 
improve  the  efficiency  of  the  ambulance  service  as  well  as  providing  superior 
accommodation  and  facilities  for  the  staff.  The  purchase  of  a  Stephenson 
Minuteman  Resuscitator  at  a  cost  of  £140  has  been  worth  while.  Several  lives 
have  undoubtedly  been  saved  by  using  this  resuscitator  which  provides  artificial 
respiration  with  pure  oxygen  or  a  mixture  of  air  and  oxygen.  Its  use  relieves 
the  ambulance  men  of  tiring  work,  sometimes  in  confined  spaces  and  permits  them 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  assessing  the  general  situation  and  condition  of 
the  patient.  The  apparatus  is  particularly  useful  in  cases  of  coal  gas 
poisoning. 


There  were  several  changes  in  staff  during  the  year.  Mr*  Davis  took  up 
his  appointment  as  the  Ambulance  Supervisor,  Miss  Hampson  was  appointed  to 
replace  Mrs.  Aldhouse  as  a  clerk  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office.  Miss  Hartshorne 
was  appointed  Deputy  Matron  in  the  Day  Nursery  in  September  in  place  of  Miss 
Blagburn  and  in  December  Mrs.  de  Patoul  was  appointed  Matron  in  the  Day  Nursery 
to  replace  Mrs.  Howitt  who  left  to  train  as  a  social  worker  in  the  mental  health 
field. 

The  opening  of  several  institutions  in  Sale  and  the  neighbouring  districts 
will  be  of  great  benefit  for  the  residents  in  Sale.  First,  the  opening  of  the 
extension  at  High  Lee  House,  Broad  Read,  Sale  in  May  will  provide  extra  accommodation 
for  old  people  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Secondly,  the  Ashton  Maternity 
Home  was  opened  in  June.  The  maternity  beds  at  the  Sale  &  Brooklands  War  Memorial 

Hospital  were  moved  to  the  new  maternity  home  thereby  releasing  the  bed  spaces 
at  that  hospital  for  surgical  patients  who  have  been  waiting  a  long  time  for 
treatment.  .  Thirdly,  the  mentally  ill  v/ill  benefit  from  the  opening  of  the  Day 
Hospital  at  the  Cheadle  Royal  Hospital  in  August.  Persons  in  need  of  investigation 
and  treatment  of  mental  illness  may  be  admitted  to  the  Day  Hospital  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  psychiatrist  and,  as  its  name  implies,  the  patients  attend 
during  the  day*  spending  the  evening  and  night  hours  in  their  home.  The  hours 
of  attendance  at  the  Day  Hospital  are  flexible  so  as  to  accommodate  the  patients, 
in  fact  a  mother  could  leave  her  child  at  school,  go  in  to  the  Day  Hospital  and 
collect  her  child  from  school  bn  her  way  home. 

All  clinics  have  been  well  attended  and  figures  for  at tendances  are  generally 
greater  than  last  year.  The  sale  of  proprietary  welfare  foods  showed  an  increase 
this  year  and  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  showed  an  increase  compared  with 
last  year  when  the  figures  were  lower  than  in  IS  57* 

The  domicilary  midwifery  service  had  about  -the  same  number  of  cases  to  cope 
with  as  last  year.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  hospital  deliveries  so  much  so 
that  the  three  maternity  units  in  Sale  and  Altrincham  now  operate  in  closer 
liaison  helping  each  other  where  possible.  Difficult  maternity  cases  are  readily 
found  a  place  in  the  Withington  Hospital  or  the  Park  Hospital.  Confinement  in  a 
hospital  or  maternity  unit  is  advisable  for  first  babies  and  for  the  fourth  or 
more  confinements  or  where  the  mother  is  about  or  over  4-0  years  of  age. 

The  Health  Visitor  remains  the  most  important  type  of  social  worker  despite 
the  claims  made  on  behalf  of  other  social  workers.  Her  training  as  a  nurse 
places  her  in  a  position  of  advantage  to  recognise  departure  from  health,  whether 
physical  or  mental,  in  any  member  of  the  family  group  especially  because  such 
illness  is  often  the  basic  reason  for  a  family  to  need  the  help  of  a  social  worker. 
More  and  more  of  the  Health  Visitors  time  is  taken  up  in  the  care  of  old  people 
who  do  need  the  most  sympathetic  handling. 

Like  the  Health  Visitor  the  Home  Nurse  or  District  Nurse  is  spending  more 
time  caring  for  the  elderly  infirm.  As  there  are  more  old  people  alive  now  than 
ever  before  the  District  Nursing  Service  has  more  work  to  deal  with,  often  trying 
work  too.  The  work  of  the  District  Nurse  is  foremost  in  permitting  many  people 
to  remain  in  t  leir  homes  thereby  saving  the  sorely  pressed  hospital  beds  for  more 
deserving  patients. 


The  number  of  children  protected  against  smallpox 
cough  and  tetanus  remain  about  the  same  as  last  year, 
more  poliomyelitis  vaccine  allowed  nearly  six  times  as 
vaccinated  compared  with  last  year. 


diphtheria,  whooping 
The  availability  of 
many  persons  to  be 


The  staff  in  the  division  have  worked  hard  during  the  5- ear  but  the 
statistics ar e  unable  to  give  them  due  credit.  Not  only  have  they  worked  well 
they  have  dme  so  harmoniously  and  thereby  lightened  the  burden  for  themselves. 

I  have  to  thank  all  the  staff  for  their  support  during  the  year,  also  the 

ladies  of  the  Voluntary  Committees,  and  in  particular  the  f  °o  ^ 

Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  rep 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  GOIibON 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 


SALE  AND  L'fflM  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman 

Councillor  Mrs.  W,  M.  Phillips,  M.A.,  J.P 

Deputy  Chairman 

Councillor  Mrs.  K.  V.  I.  Horrocks 


Representing  the  Local  Health  Authority  (Cheshire  County  Council) 


County  Alderman  G.  Asthury,  J.P. 

County  Councillor  F.  McBirnie 
County  Alderman  F.  D.  Gee 

Representing  the  Sale  Borough  Council 

Alderman  R.  P.  Bannister,  LL.B. 
Councilor  Mrs.  M.  Cave 
Councillor  H.  H.  Cunliffe 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Dickinson,  J.P. 
Councillor  H.  Jackson 

Representing  Lymm  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Price 

Co-opted  Members 

Mr.  A.  C.  Bessant 

Mr.  S.  N.  Duguid,  J.P.,  B.Sc. 

Miss  E.  Hatton 
Mrs.  D.  King 


County  Councillor  Mrs.  K.  J.  M.  Hughes 
County  Councillor  P.  A.  A.  Pepper 
County  Councillor  E.  A.  Wright 


Councillor  G.  A.  O’Brien 

Councillor  Mrs.  W.  M.  Phillips,  M.A.,  J 

Alderman  J.  G.  Steel,  B.E.M. 

Councillor  Mrs.  L.  Stockdale 
Councillor  C.  G.  Woodward 


Councillor  Mrs.  K.  V.  I.  Horrocks 


Miss  M.  L.  McMurtrey 
Mr.  P.  S.  Morrison 
Dr.  J.  Phillips 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Seagrief 


Clerk  to  th e  Comini tte e 


Mr.  Bertram  Finch 


DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  OFFICE  STAFF 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  Dr.  E.  H.  Gordon,  M.D%,  D.P^H. 

Chief  Clerk  Mr.  W.  Willson 

Clerical  Staff  Miss  B.  I.  Hampson 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Rock 
Miss  W.  England 


REPORT  ON  THE _ LOCAL.  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

’  IN  THE  DIVISION 

WELFARE  CENTRES 
(a)  Mothers’  Clinics 

There  Lae  been  a  decline  in  the  number  of  ante  natal  mothers 
attending  the  clinics  compared  with  last  year  which  showed  an  increase 
on  the  preceding  year.  On  an  average  each  woman  attended  the  ante  natal 
clinic  six  times  during  her  pregnancy. 

N ewCas  e  s  T  otal  attendances 


Ante -natal 

181 

989 

Post-natal 

15 

18 

Dental  -  pre-natal 

8 

13 

-  nursing  mothers 

5 

10 

Dentures  supplied  4 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

The  clinics  are  well  attended,  there  were  930  new  babies  seen  in 
the  year  and  altogether  there  were  14,751  attendances  by  children  under 
the  age  of  5  years.  All  clinics  showed  an  increase  over  last  year 
except  the  Sale  Moor  Clinic. 


Clinic  Attendances 

New  Cases 

Doctors ' 

Total 

Attendances 

Consultations 

•0-1 

l-»2 

Sale  -  Chapel  Road 

282 

849 

3463 

461 

253 

Sale  Moor 

165 

581 

1980 

344 

244 

Raglan  Road 

161 

673 

2266 

258 

108 

Brooks'  Institute 

177 

587 

2152 

280 

57 

Lymm 

145 

667 

1823 

ill 

6ll 

ilQ 

1151 

11684 

1794  1273 

Specialist  Clinics  (attendances 

by  children  under  5  years 

of  age 

) 

Hew  Cases 

Total 

Attendances 

Ophthalmic  -  Sale 

34 

77 

-  Lymm 

5 

14 

Dental 

30 

54 

Sale  of  Proprietary  Welfare  Foods  (Sale  Moor,  Raglan  Road  and  Brooks' 

Institute  Centres  ) 

mi  mi 

Stocks  bought  £978*  2.  6d.  £1005.  17*  Od. 

Total  Sales  £1044*19*  9<i.  £1133*  4*  31* 

The  sales  of  proprietary  food  was  about  £100  above  last  year  at 
£1155 ,  4s*  3^  and  €200  more  than  in  1957* 
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(c )  Distribution  of  Ministry  of  Food  Welfare  Foods 

There  was  a  considerable  fall  last  year  in  the  demand  for  Welfare  Poods 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  this’ year  there  has  been  a  greater 
demand  although  it  is  still  far  short  compared  with  1957*  57)131  items  of 

Welfare  Pood  were  distributed  and  £2501.  15s.  7d.  was  received  in  stamps 
and  cash. 


National  Dried  Milk 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  Tablets 
Orange  Juice 
Total  Items 

Cash  and  stamps  received 


1218 

12,855  tins 
3,176  bottles 
3 ? 585  packets 
34 ? 766  bottles 
54)380  articles 
£2,242.  10.  8d. 


1212 

14.574  tins 
3,076  bottles 
3,906  packets 

35.575  bottles 
57)131  articles 

£2501.  15.  7d. 


DAY  NURSERY 

The  Day  Nursery  fulfils  a  need  in  Sale  despite  a  general  lessening  need 
throughout  the  country.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  30  children  of 
which  number  14  were  what  may  be  called  ’’permanent  residents”  because  they 
attended  the  nursery  throughout  the  year.  The  other  16  children  were  new 
entrants  or  were  admitted  for  short  periods  to  help  tide  over  emergencies 
at  home. 


Number  on  register  1st  January,  1959  -  34 
Number  admitted  during  the  year  -  46 
Number  left  during  the  year  -  41 
Number  on  register  31st  December,  1959  -  39 

Average  daily  attendance  -  30 


14  children  were  in  the  nursery  throughout  the  period. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

The  upward  trend  in  the  demand  for  hospital  confinements  has  continued, 
also  the  number  of  cases  when  the  midwife  acted  as  a  maternity  nurse  (i.e. 
under  the  supervision  of  a  medical  practitioner).  The  number  of  applications 
for  hospital  confinement  is  increasing  and  far  outstrips  the  number  of 
maternity  beds  in  the  area. 

Cases  Attended  Sale  Lymm 

As  Midwife  (i.e.  in  sole  charge)  -  23  22 

As  Maternity  Nurse  (i.e.  under 
the  supervision  of  a  medical 

practitioner)  -  90  - 

Totals  113  22 
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HOME  HORSING 


There  was  an  increase  in  Sale  of  198  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Home 
Nurses  compared  with  last  year,  and  4  more  cases  in  Lymm.  The  care  of 
the  aged  in  their  own  homes  is  occupying  more  and  more  of  the  Home  Nurses' 
time.  Lack  of  beds  in  the  geriatric  units  is  responsible  for  the  increased 
work  and  the  Home  Nurses  are  doing  a  great  service  for  this  section  of  the 
population  who  are  so  often  living  alone  and  receiving  little  or  no  care 
from  relatives.  This  type  of  case  presents  great  problems  especially  in 
the  winter  time  when  it  is  more  than  usually  difficult  to  admit  them  to 
the  geriatric  unit  and  the  ailments  affecting  the  elderly  are  more  prevalent. 

Sale  Lymm 

Cases  attended  602  348 

Total  visits  6515  6277 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  preventive  measures  against  smallpox, 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis.  The  figures  for 
the  latter  are  more  impressive  because  it  is  a  disease  that  is  more  prevalent 
and  its  effects  can  be  seen  in  the  crippled  state  of  the  survivors  of  the 
disease.  But  it  is  becoming  abundantly  clear  that  diphtheria  would  soon 
become  rampant  again  but  for  diphtheria  immunisation.  Parents  nowadays 
rarely  see  the  results  of  diphtheria,  they  read  about  cases  in  the 
newspapers  but  they  occur  in  distant  parts  of  the  country.  The  protection 
afforded  by  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  one  of  the.  most  striking 
examples  of  the  value  of  preventive  medicine  and  it  must  be  continued. 


Smallpox  Diphtheria  Whooping 

_ _ _ _ _  Cough 


:  ' 

Pre-School 

Children 

Vacc . 

Re-Vacc . 

Primary 
Immvn . 

Re- 

Imraun . 

a,  b . 

a0  b. 

a„  b. 

a.  b . 

a. 

b. 

i 

655 

85 

2 

675 

94 

21 

1 

699 

46 

School 

Children 

10 

1 

3 

— 

29 

1 

128 

32 

5 

— 

Adults 

19 

- 

99 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

684 

86 

104 

l 

704 

95 

149 

33 

— 

704 

46 

(a)  Sale 

(b)  Lymm 
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Sale  LySMS 


Pre  and  School  Children 
Over  15 

Expectant  mothers 
Total 


6,632  1,088 

1,202  200 

291  138. 

8,123  l..iA2£ 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  amount  of  work 
The  merging  of  the  Sale 
as  it  can  he  until  such 
Broadheatho  Mr*  .Davis 


handled  by  the  ambulance  service 

and  Altrincham  depots  is  now  as  nearly  ful  y  ■ P 
time  as  the  new  ambulance  station  is  built  a 

new  Ambulance  Supervisor  has  introduced  new  ideas 


the 


Ambulances  covered 


and  in  general  he  has  toeaM and  carried  35,454 

pat ients.'of "which  about  one  tenth(3,308)  could  be  classed  as  emergencies 
(?Ie.  accidents,  sudden  illness,  maternity  cases). 


Mileage 
Journeys 
patients 
Night  Calls 
Average  Miles 
per  journey 
Average  Patients 
per  journey 

Analysis  of  Cases 

Surgical  and  Medical 
treatment 
Accidents  and 
emergencies 
Sudden  Illness 
Maternity 

Midwives  Equipment 
Welfare 'Food  etc. 
Ineffective  and 
Service  Journeys 
Room  to  Room 
House  to  House 


Total  for  year 

247,476 
15,787 
35  ?  434 
1,465 


15.7 


2,2 


31,106 

2,362 

226 

720 

64 

332 

531 

44 

_ 42 

IliiM 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS.  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


The  figures  for  tuberculosis  have  remained  practically  static.  The 
new  forms  of  anti  tuberculosis  treatment  are  very  effective  and  the  effect 
of  their  use  in  the  past  few  years  is  beginning  to  be  seen  generally 
throughout  the  whole  country.  Besides  tuberculosis  there  is  a  demand, 
though  small,  for  welfare  service  for  sufferers  of  other  forms  of  chronic 
disease.  The  various  types  of  nursing  equipment  available  on  loan  from 
the  Divisional  Health  Office  are  in  constant  use,  and  convalescent  holidays 
are  arranged  where  it  is  considered  that  a  recuperative  period  by  the  sea 
or  in  the  hills  would  be  of  benefit  to  a  person  recovering  from  an  illness 
treated  at  home.  Where  a  person  in  hospital  is  in  need  of  convalescence 
then  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  hospital  authority  to  provide  it. 

Four  cases  were  sent  on  convalescence. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Pulm.  Non 

Pulm . 

Pulm. 

Non  Pulm, 

TOTAL 

Sale 

On  register  1st  January,  1959 

116 

15 

94 

7 

252 

Added  to  register 

21 

1 

19 

— 

41 

Removed  from  register 

21 

7 

13 

2 

43 

Remaining  on  register  51st  Dec. 1959 

116 

9 

100 

5 

230 

Lymm 

On  register  1st  January,  1959 

16 

4 

16 

2 

38 

Added  to  register 

2 

- 

2 

— 

4 

Removed  from  register 

5 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Remaining  on  register  51st  Dec.  1959 

15 

4 

17 

1 

37 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  operation  of  the  Home  Help  Service  continues  under  the  same 
difficulties  as  in  previous  years.  Despite  advertisements  in  the  local 
papers  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  right  sort  of  women  to  undertake 
the  work.  There  are  applicants  but  when  they  learn  the  type  of  work  that 
has  to  be  done  many  turn  the  work  down,  and  some  do  so  after  periods  of  a 
week  or  less.  A  lot  of  the  work  is  with  old  people  where  patience,  tact 
and  understanding  is  necessary  when  dealing  with  them.  This  aspect  of  the 
work  of  the  Domestic  Health  Service  is  responsible  for  the  difficulty  in 
retaining  women  in  the  service.  There  is  one  full  time  home  help  and  15 
part  time  home  helps,  two  of  whom  give  practically  full  time  service.  152 
cases  had  15,068  hours  of  service  during  the  year,  54  were  maternity  cases 
having  full  time  help,  81  old  people  had  help  for  a  varying  number  of  hours 
each  week  as  also  had  17  cases  of  sudden  illness  in  the  home.  The  Domestic 
Help  Service  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  good  work  in  the  community, 
the  type  of  work  that  would  give  practical  expression  to  the  desire  of  a 
woman  to  help  others  in  need  or  in  trouble. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Health  education  is  going  on  all  the  time  in  the  clinic  and  in  the 
home  by  health  visitors,  midwives,  district  nurses,  doctors  and  puolic 
health  inspectors.  Posters  and  leaflets  are  extensively  used,  there  are 
talks  devoted  mainly  to  this  particular  subject  but  probably  most  effective 
of  all  is  the  personal  word  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  the  person 
concerned*  Film  strips  are  used  in  the  clinics  and  if  s,  particular  film 
strip  is  not  available  in  this  area  it  can  generally  be  borrowed  from 
another  division  or  from  the  County  Health  Department. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

The  long-awaited  chiropody  service  for  elderly  and  handicapped  persons 
came  into  effect  on  1st  October.  The  initial  rush  of  applications  is  still 
proceeding  and  the  ultimate  extent  of  the  service  will  obviously  be  far  in 
excess  of  the  figures  shown  belov/. 

1st  October,  to  ^lst  December,  1959 


PLACE  OF 
TREATMENT 

OYER  65 

PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED  .  . 

EXPECTANT 
MOTHERS  . 

Chiropodist ' s 
Surgery 

No*  of 
Patients 

No*.  of 
Treatments. 

No,  of 

Patients 

No*  of 
Treatments 

No.  of 
Patients 

No.  of 
Treatments 

62 

76 

1 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

Home  of 

Patient 

10 

— - - - ... 

11 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Number  of  cases  in  which  County  Council  paid  full  fees:-  72 
Number  of  cases  in  which  County  Council  paid  part  fees:-  1 

E.C.G.  VACCINATION 

The  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  lj  year  old  school  children  provides  a  very 
high  degree  of  protection  against  tuberculosis.  The  notification  rate  of 
new  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  very  small  up  to  the  15th  or  l6th  year  after 
which  it  rises  steeply.  The  reason  for  this  steep  rise  is  a  combination 
of  several  factors  (a)  the  physiological  bodily  changes  that  occur  about 
this  age  (puberty)  throw  a  strain  upon  the  body  (b)  longer  working  hours 
whether  in  factory,  office,  shop  or  further  education,  therefore  less  time 
for  rest  (c)  later  bed  time  (d)  more  opportunity  to  meet  adults  carrying 
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the  infection  in  cinemas,  at  dances  etc.  Each  factor  in  itself  is  small, 
but  a  combination  of  all  the  factors  (which  does  take  place  in  the  15  -  18 
year  old  age  group)  is  sufficient  to  lower  the  resistance  against  infection. 

As  no  B.C.G.  vaccine  was  given  in  1958  two  age  groups  were  dealt  with 
this  year.  The  acceptance  rate  was  57 This  is  low  dospite  a 
letter  sent  to  the  parents  of  all  the  children  in  the  two  age  groups.  The 
letter  explained  the  aims  and  objects  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  urged  the 
parents  to  avail  themselves  of  the  offer.  It  would  appear  that  some  of  the 
parents  of  these  older  children  leave  the  decision  to  the  child. 

However,  1784  children  had  the  skin  test  to  see  whether  the  child  would 
benefit  from  B.C.G.  vaccination  which  is  of  no  use  in  children  who  have 
already  been  infected.  There  were  J06  such  children,  called  positive 
reactors,  amounting  to  17 fo  of  all  the  children  tested.  This  percentage  of 
positive  reactors  compares  favourably  with  other  parts  of  the  county  and 
the  country  as  a  whole.  The  positive  reactors  had  chest  X-ray  examinations 
and  no  child  was  found  suffering  from  the  disease. 

The  1478  negative  reactors  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccine  end  re -tested  six 
weeks  later  when  it  was  found  that  all  vaccinations  had  been  successful. 

The  procedure  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  as  follows.  (a)  a  letter  is 
sent  to  the  parents  of  every  child  in  the  appropriate  age  group  through 
the  school  with  a  request  to  complete  a  form  of  consent  and  return  it  to 
the  school.  The  collected  forms  are  sent  by  the  school  to  this  office 
(b)  list  s  are  prepared  for  each  school  and  record  cards  started  (c)  a 
programme  involving  four  visits  is  drawn  up  for  each  school  (d)  a  visit  is 
made  to  the  school  to  skin  test  those  children  whose  parents  have  consented 
(e)  72  hours  later  the  second  visit  to  the  school  is  made  to  inspect  the 
skin  test  and  if  necessary  give  the  B.C.G.  vaccine  into  the  skin  of  the 
right  upper  arm  (f )  six  weeks  later  the  third  visit  is  made  to  repeat  the 
skin  test  and  (g)  72  hours  later  the  test  is  examined.  Each  visit  to  the 
school  also  entails  an  entry  on  each  child's  record  card. 

It  will  therefore  be  evident  that  there  is  an  awful  lot  of  hidden 
recording  to  be  carried  out  by  the  office  staff  which  cannot  be  done  at 
the  time  of  the  school  visits  where  it  is  often  necessary  to  deal  with 
about  100  children  per  hour. 
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APPENDIX 


SUMMARY  OF  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
IN  THE  SALE  AND  LYMM  DIVISION 


Divisional  Health  Office 

Mothers'  Clinics  (Sale  Welfare  Centre) 
Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic 

Dental  Treatment 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Sale  Chapel  Road  Centre 
Sale  Moor  Centre 
Sale  Raglan  Road  Centre 
Sale  Brooks'  Institute  Centre 
Lymm  Welfare  Centre 

Specialist  Clinics  (Sale  Welfare  Centre) 
Ophthalmic 
Sunlight 

Day  Nursery,  Harley  Road,  Sale. 

Midwives 

Mrs.  D.  Lind ley 
Mrs.  M.  F.  McGrath 
Miss  J.  Pike 


Town  Hall,  Sale  (SALE  2255) 

t*  i 

Each  Wednesday  afternoon 

Sale  Welfare  Centre  -  By  appointment. 

Each  Tuesday  &  Thursday  afternoon. 

Each  Thursday  afternoon. 

Each  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Each  Friday  afternoon. 

Each  Tuesday  afternoon. 

By  appointment. 

By  appointment. 

Matrons  Mrs.  E.  Howitt  (SALE  4627) 

65  Derbyshire  Road  South,  Sale. SALE  4383 
2  Reading  Drive,  Sale  SALE  2445 
21  The  Crescent,  Lymm  LYMM  725 


Health  Visitors 


Miss  B. 
Mrs.  E. 
Mrs.  M. 
Miss  M. 
Miss  J . 
Miss  F. 

Home  Nurses 
Mrs.  P. 
Mrs.  R. 
Mrs .  J . 
Miss  B. 
Mrs.  A. 
Mrs.  W. 
Mrs.  A. 


Cunliffe 

Heywood 

Holmes 

Saunders 

Sidebottom 

Gov  an 

Dutton 
Adams 
R.  Flood 
Kitchen 

E.  Groucott 

F,  Raad 
B .  J  ame  s 


)  V/elfare  Centre, 

)  70  Chapel  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  1329) 

) 

29  Eagle  Brow,  Lymm  (Lymm  277) 

-  255  Mars land  Rd.  Sale  (PYRAMID  2019) 

-  54  Oulton  Avenue,  Sale.  (SALE  8453) 
22  Georges  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  7033) 

13  Harcourt  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  5764) 
14A  Church  Lane,  Sale  (SALE  4212) 

-  26  Highfield  Road,  Lymm  (Lymm  116 ) 

-  61  Star  Lane,  Lymm.  (Lymm  399) 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Clinics 
Sale  Welfare  Centre 


Each  Friday  morning. 


Ambulance  Stations 

Sale  and  Altrincham 

Care  and  After-Care 


Central  Control.  (Altrincham  3256) 

Nursing  requisites  on  application  to 
the  Divisional  Health  Office. 


Domestic  Help 


On  application  to  the  Divisional 
Health  Office. 
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